Downs Deep Litter Clearance

FOD+AG Health & Safety Summary – 2017 Revision
This activity is essentially low risk but please be aware of some risk from:

1. Terrain: uneven, can be waterlogged, slippery and steep in places

2. Biological: trip hazards from Ivy, Bramble & exposed roots; scratches and puncture wounds from thorns; eye hazards from overhanging branches; ticks from long grass and ferns have been added following an unconfirmed report of symptoms of Lyme’s Disease, possibly picked up on the Downs.
3. Litter: broken glass, split cans; needles, used condoms; dog faeces.

4. Weather: sun, wind, precipitation, frost & their potential effects 

5. Other People: cyclists, dogs & dog-walkers, traffic.

6. Personal hygiene: e.g. if a snack is consumed.

Precautionary / remedial actions recommended:

1. Pay attention to choice of footwear & follow advice when offered.

2. First aid kit & gloves will be available, as will safety spectacles if required;

extremely unlikely and no official hazard warning has been issued as yet.

3. Wear gloves and handle litter with litter pickers; advice - note location of sex/drugs-related litter to be reported to specialist team via leader.

4. Prepare yourself appropriately from forecast – sun-block, water, clothing

5. Wear hi-viz vest issued, be wary of dogs especially when not under control

6. Don’t handle litter with bare hands and make use of antiseptic wipes.

General rules/guidelines:

A. Always work with at least one other person.

B. Broadly follow the designated route.

C. Deposit black sack, knotted at neck, as directed if it becomes too heavy.

D. 10 – 15 minutes before 12.00 noon, listen out for 3 whistle blasts which are a signal to re-gather at agreed meeting point, where litter and equipment will be collected by Ranger’s Team. Please do not leave without signing off. 3 whistle blasts at any other time signals an emergency.

Useful Telephone numbers:
Ambulance Emergency: 999 or 112; drug & sex litter hotline 0117 9222241
Martin 07792405693;  Robin  07538151583:  Timothy 07900698871;
Please be aware that:

· Children are welcome when under close adult supervision

· The public liability insurance provided for volunteers by BCC is in place.

· Personal accident insurance is also covered, but as from 1.4.17 not for volunteers over the age of 65. This represents a change in policy by BCC.

