In conversation with UKBMS, it appears that
our records for the Gully in 2024 are in keeping
with national patterns, indicating an alarming
decline in both numbers and species diversity
of butterflies. In our case, numbers plummeted
to their lowest since we began 15 years ago. The
fall in diversity, whilst not as disappointing, is
nevertheless significant. Study of the season’s
data presented here highlights a number of
factors which might be contributing to this
worrying downward trend. For example :

1. No. of weeks when <20 butterflies seen = 2.

2. No. of weeks when 5+ species seen = 3.
3. No. of walks under 90+% cloudless sky = 7.
4. No. of walks in temperatures < 20°C =5.

Over 26 Spring and Summer weeks, and without
other human factors, maybe such dire figures
should not surprise us....but will they recover?
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IN SIGNIFICANT DECLINE

HOLDING UP BUT SEASONALLY LATE




